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Crime and Punishment in the Ancient World:  

The Roman Empire c500BC-AD400
Focusing on:

· The nature of crime and punishment in Rome

· The extent to which Roman law was extended to parts of the Empire.

· How were subject nations treated by the Romans?


Key Exam Questions:

1. What different kinds of crimes (including crimes against person, property and authority) were committed in Roman times? 

2. How has the nature of punishment changed over this period? 

3. Who determined the laws and punishments? 

4. How have ideas about the nature of crime, the causes of crime and the nature of punishment changed? 

5. How effective were law enforcement and punishments in preventing crime? 

Relevance of Roman law & today:  There are three key principles of Roman law that are still part of the British legal system today:
1. Defendants must know the charges against them
2. Both accuser and defendant must come to the court.
3. Defendants must have the chance to give their evidence to defend themselves.  
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