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Crime and Punishment in the Middle Ages: AD 400-1500
Focusing on:

· The changing nature of crime and punishment in the Middle Ages.

· The impact of the fall of the Roman Empire on systems of crime and punishment.

· Changes in Anglo-Saxon systems of crime prevention, trial and punishment

· The co-existence of Anglo-Saxon laws and Norman law

· Jurisdiction of Church courts

· Reforms of the later Middle Ages, including the development of juries and justices of the peace.

· Attitudes towards women and crime and punishment 
· Crime and punishment in the village community – the manorial courts.

· The legend of Robin Hood

· Crime and punishment in Islamic societies at the time

Key Exam Questions:

1. What different kinds of crimes (including crimes against the person, crimes against property and crimes against authority) were committed in Middle Ages? 

2. How has the nature of punishment changed over this period? 

3. Who determined the laws and punishments? 

4. How have ideas about the nature of crime, the causes of crime and the nature of punishment changed? 

5. How effective were law enforcement and punishments in preventing crime? 

Relevance of the Middle Ages & today:  A series of important developments took place in the Middle Ages that were to influence the systems of justice in England for centuries.  These included:

1. The use of villagers and townspeople as unpaid constables to keep the peace

2. Courts held by royal judges around the country and by local landowners – the JPs

3. The role of juries in deciding guilt or innocence

4. Punishments in public that were meant to terrify onlookers into obeying the law.  
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