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Crime and Punishment in the Early Modern Britain AD1500-1750
Focusing on:

· The changing nature of crime and punishment

· The impact of population growth and the development of towns

· The treatment of vagrants and heretics, the Gunpowder Plot

· The witch-hunting craze and attitudes towards women

· The introduction of the ‘Bloody Code’ in the eighteenth century.

· Eighteenth-century attitudes towards crimes against property, including smuggling, highwaymen and poaching. 

Key Exam Questions:

1. What different kinds of crimes (including crimes against the person, crimes against property and crimes against authority) were committed in Early Modern Britain? 

2. How has the nature of punishment changed over this period? 

3. Who determined the laws and punishments? 

4. How have ideas about the nature of crime, the causes of crime and the nature of punishment changed? 

5. How effective were law enforcement and punishments in preventing crime? 

Relevance of the Bloody Code & today:  A series of important developments took place between 1500 and 1750 that were to influence the system of justice in England in the future.  These included:

1. The introduction of the Riot Act in 1715.
2. The introduction of the Habeas Corpus Act in 1692
3. The use of lawyers in trials
4. The first realisation that severe punishments did not cut crime
5. The use of transportation and the continued absence of police and prisons. 
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